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REQUEST FOR CORE PROPOSALS 2026
Agricultural and Environmental Research (AERD)

The Agricultural and Environmental Research division at Cotton Incorporated invites CORE research proposals addressing the following key focus areas (see below). As an organization committed to improving cotton production, and expanding cotton utilization across markets, Cotton Incorporated prioritizes applied research with clear pathways to real-life implementation.
Mission Statement:
Advance the EFFICIENCY OF COTTON PRODUCTION by generating and communicating INNOVATIVE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS for cotton growers. 

VISION: Cotton growers, enabled by innovative research and practical solutions to enhance efficiency, will be more ECONOMICALLY VIABLE, AND RESILIENT.

Details:
Funding is based on a calendar year beginning January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026. For project initiation by January 1, proposals must be submitted no later than October 31, 2026. Proposals received after this date will also be considered after consultation with the appropriate Research Director found in the AERD Staff Directory. All research activities must reach completion by December 31, 2026, with 3 quarterly reports and a comprehensive final report submitted, annually. 
Key Focus Areas:
Enhanced Resiliency
· Improve input use efficiency and handling of adverse weather
· Examples include agronomy and soil health, irrigation efficiency, fertilizer use efficiency, planting seed quality, and crop resiliency
Pest Management
· Enhance pest management to reduce losses while limiting inputs
· Examples include insect, weed, or pathogen (including nematode) management, and associated regulatory items
· Basic research is encouraged if a clear line of delivery to field application can be described
Precision Farming
· Incorporation of precision farming technologies into all production areas
· Examples include automation, sensors, precision applications, AI data and modeling, autonomous, and next generation harvesting
Agrigenomics
· Advanced breeding and genetic engineering techniques
· Examples include genome editing, yield and quality research, novel pest management, and advanced breeding strategies
Co-Product Utilization
· Support research on co-product utilization opportunities
· Examples include cottonseed (all uses), oil content and quality, novel plant biomass uses, and co-product storage and handling
Pre-Proposals:
For new proposals, researchers are urged to submit a concise pre-proposal before developing full documentation. This initial submission, which includes a brief email outlining the concept, methodology, and budget requirements, facilitates collaborative refinement of objectives aligned with organizational priorities. Pre-proposals must specify the key focus area. If cross-disciplinary, please indicate which focus areas and primary discipline.

Research proposals must contain the following information with a maximum of 5 pages:
· Name and Address of Cooperator
· Project Title
· Indication of New Proposal or Renewal
· Objective(s) of Research
· Significance/Justification of Research
· Plan of Work
· Starting Date and Duration with Full Project Timeline
· Budget

Depending on circumstances, additional information on qualifications of the researcher, prior and on-going research, as well as other funding sources may be requested before a proposal is fully considered. 

Additional instructions for each section are located here: 
https://www.cottoninc.com/about-cotton/corporate/research-proposal-guidelines/
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