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Some Difficulties with  
Current FOV Classification System 

• Two highly virulent Australian biotypes are 
outside the race classification system

• FOV4 = FOV7 = VCG 0114
• At least three highly virulent Southeastern FOVs 

are outside the race classifcation system. 

Bottom line:
• Need classification system based on disease 

mechanism
• The disease mechanism is unknown 
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Symptoms of FOV4

Early Disease On-set
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Root Rotting FOVs - Georgia 

Field Root-Rotting FOV Phenotype  



South Georgia 
Counties & Number of Fields Collected

Tattnall

(3)

Tift

(5) 

(5)

CookColquitt

(3)

Worth

(1)

Coffee

(1)

Ware

(2)

2015

Berrien

Ben Hill

Lowndes

(1)

(1)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(1)

2016



Symptoms of FOV4 in Texas



FOV4 in El Paso County, TX  



FOV4 in El Paso County, TX



Threat of Root Rotting FOVs 

• FOV1 managed by suppressing root knot 
nematode (Meloidogyne incognita). 

• FOV4 does not need nematodes to infect.

• SE FOVs infect without root-knot nematode 

• FOV1 and FOV4 are definitively seed-borne.

• FOV is persistent. (20 years?)

• True host resistance has not yet been found.      


